
Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program
Funded Projects - 2001

     
    Missouri – A survey of properties including
    the Cedar Inn Restaurant will be completed,
    and National Register nominations will be
    prepared for eligible properties.

    

   
           Oklahoma – Documentation of Route 66
           roadbeds will enable preservationists to
           work with the Department of Transportation
           to preserve the historic context of the road
           while meeting modern safety requirements.

 Kansas – A survey of properties such as those in
 downtown Galena will be conducted and
 National Register  nominations will be prepared
 for eligible properties.

Illinois

The Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency and the Village of Odell received cost-share
funds to continue the exterior restoration, and begin interior restoration of Stadard Oil
Gasoline Station. The long range goal of the Village of Odell is to restore the station to its
1940 appearance, and to operate it as tourist attraction with assistance from locals and the
Illinois Route 66 Association. Since the station appears much as it did in the 1940’s, the
project involves repairing rather thatn replacing materials. Original windows and bay doors
will be repaired, the metal roof over the service bays will be painted, and an electrical system
and HVAC system will be installed.The building possesses archtectural significance as a good
example of the “house with canopy” style gas station, with added bays. The gas station is
listed on the National Register of Historic Places, and is located on the 1926 Route 66
alignment in the Village of Odell.

Missouri

The Missouri State Historic Preservation Program received grant funds to complete an
inventory survey of existing historic properties associated with Route 66. The completion of
this type of survey is essential for the protection, recognition, and management of resources
associated with Route 66 in Missouri. The project will also include the preparation of National
Register of Historic Places nominations for endangered properties including the Kentwood
Arms Hotel, the Big Chief Hotel and Cabins, the 66 Drive-In Theatre, the Diamonds/Tri-
County Truck Stop, the Red Cedar Inn, and the Boots Motel. National Register status makes
these properties eligible for tax credits and other preservation incentives.

Kansas

The Kansas State Historical Society received grant funds to conduct a comprehensive survey
of historic properties associated with Route 66, including buildings, ruins, archeological sites,
bridges, and road alignments. The project will also include the preparation of National
Register of Historic Places nominations for select endangered properties, which will make
those properties eligible for tax credits and other preservation incentives. The project will also
create a context statement, which may be use to prepare a single nominatation of multiple
properties to the National Register of Historic Places in the future.

Oklahoma

The Oklahoma Historical Society received grant and cost-share funds to complete three
projects, as follows:

1) Documentation and mapping of extant Route 66 roadbeds, and the establishment of
priorities and methodologies for the management and treatment of those historic roadbed
segments in consultation with the Oklahoma Department of Transportation.

2) The update and expansion of the 1984 Oklahoma inventory survey.

3) The rehabilitation of the Rock Café in Stroud, Oklahoma.
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Illinois – The restoration of the Odell Standard
Oil Gas Station will be continued.
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    New Mexico – Five New Mexico Route 66
    neon signs will be restored to working
    condition.

    
              

                                                                       Arizona – A condition assessment will be
          prepared for the Rialto Theater in Winslow.
         The roof, façade and entry will be repaired.

   
                                                                            California – An historic structures report will
           be prepared for the Aztec Hotel in Monrovia.

Texas

The Friends of the Texas Historical Commission received grant funds to conduct the first
comprehensive survey of historic properties and road segments associated with Route 66 in
Texas. The project will identify and map the location of all Route 66 road alignments; identify
and photograph existing Route 66 properties; and produce a statewide historic context
statement, including the identification of properties and districts potentially eligible for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places.

New Mexico

The New Mexico State Historic Preservation Division received cost-share funds to complete
two projects as follows:

1) The update of earlier survey work to include cultural resources along the pre-1937 (Santa
Fe) route, properties located on American Indian lands; and roadside attractions such as
historic signs, scenic overlooks, “tourist traps,” “snakepits,” and selected commercial
archeological sites. National Register nominations will also be completed, including one for
“La Bajada,” the 1920’s road segment south of Santa Fe.

2) A Route 66 Neon Sign Restoration Project will be implemented to restore and make
operable five historic signs in several Route 66 towns. In addition, the New Mexico
Preservation Heritage Alliance will review and study sign ordinances and other policies along
Route 66 in New Mexico to ensure that maintenance and preservation objectives are met. A
model sign ordinance will be one of the products from this project, which will be shared with
other organizations along Route 66 throughout the eight states.

The Nob Hill Highland Renisance Company also received cost-share funds to produce color
brochures that will describe for the general public the historical importance and continued use of
the Nob Hill District in Albuquerque. The preservation of Route 66 era businesses and architecture
in the Nob Hill District will be stressed.

Arizona

The Arizona State Historic Preservation Office and the City of Winslow received cost-share
funds to prepare a condition assessment report, and assist in the preservation of the historic
Rialto Theatre in downtown Winslow. Preservation work will include roof, façade, entryway,
structural, and interior repairs. The Rialto was built in 1920 for performing arts and vaudeville
acts and then converted to a cinema. It has been closed since 1966.

California

The California Office of Historic Preservation and the City of Monrovia received cost-share
funds to prepare an historic structures report including recommendations for priority
preservation/rehabilitation work at the Aztec Hotel in Monrovia. The project will include
reservation work will also be implemented, including the installation of original-style wood
doors, exterior re-stucco and painting, and electrical and plumbing upgrades. The Aztec was
built in 1924-25 in a Mayan Revival style to encourage travelers along Route 66 to stay in
Monrovia. It was constructed as a lavish hotel located in the Los Angeles foothills, and has
recently been acquired by a property owner who has already made tremendous inroads
towards its resurrection as a destination spot along Route 66.
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Texas – A survey of properties including the
U-Drop Inn Cafe will be completed to create a
baseline inventory of Route 66 resources.


